Improvers’ Lesson 7 - Signals & Discards

NZBridge

Board 1 & QJ7 Board 5 4 Q876
North Deals v 93 North Deals ¥ 532
None Vul ¢ QJ984 Lead: v A N-S Vul ¢ 10753 Lead: # K
#J109 & 62
& K543 N o A10962 On the ¥ A lead, North & J102 N o A4 Declarer wins « A and
vQJio7 w EIN 854 must encourage with v 3 | v 98 w EIN KQ764 plays alow spade towards
¢+ 53 S ¢ AK (low = like). South can ¢ Q64 S ¢ 92 the 4 Q. East wins, returns
& 742 *#KQ6 show which suittoreturn | KQJ93 #8754 a club, and EW cash their
s 8 by playing a low heart & K953 winners.
v AK62 on the 3rd round. (low = v AJ10 On the last club East
¢ 10762 lower side-suit = & suit). ¢ AKJS8 discards the v 4 to
& A853 & A10 encourage a heart switch.
West North East South  South then wins # Aand | West North East South This defeats the contract
Pass le Dbl returns another heart to Pass Pass 2NT by 1 trick.
24 Pass 3e All pass be ruffed by North to All pass
prevent a club discard.
Board 2 « AQ76 Board 6 4108742 Lead: 4 Q
EastDeals v 983 EastDeals v 984
N-S Vul ¢ 93 Lead: # J E-W Vul ¢ A3 North encourages with
& KJosg & A54 the & 2 so, when South
4 54 & J109 # Jis a safe lead. West's & A5 & K3 wins ¥ A, itis easy to
vy AQ1065 w EIN J2 first discard should be the v K632 w EIN QJ105 continue spades.
¢ 752 S ¢ A864 # 7 - showing no honour. ¢ 542 S ¢ KQ97
&762 Q1054 Now, when declarer plays &J1072 Q83 Declarer wins and
4 K832 the diamond suit, East can 4« QJ96 continues hearts, ending
v K74 win and knows to switch to v A7 in dummy, then leads a
¢+ KQJ10 the v J. ¢ J1086 low diamond towards the
& A3 & K96 ¢ KQ. North rises with the
West North East South This defeats the contract. West North East South ¢ A and wins 3 spade
Pass 1e¢ INT All pass tricks, along with 2 red
Pass 1le Pass 34 aces and 2 clubs.
Pass 44 All pass
Board 3 & 8 Board 7 s K2
South Deals vyQ84 SouthDeals v KQJ Lead v 10
E-W Vul ¢ AKQ4 Lead: ¢ A Both Vul ¢+ AJS5
& 108642 & J10972 North wins with the ¥ A'in
4 KJ107643 N » AQ North leads ¢ A,then¢ K |4 8 N ¢ AQ543 dummy and runs & J. East
vA2 w eIM KJ63 and ¢ Q. South discards | v 532 w EIN 10987 wins with the 4 Q and exits
¢ 963 ¢J1082 # 3 on the 3rd round to ¢ 109762 S ¢ 43 with another heart.
&5 *KQJ show an honour. North & AKQS5 # 386 Declarer now plays ¢ K
4 952 switches to a club to 4 J10976 to East's # A. West should
v 10975 defeat the contract. v Ab64 discard a low club
¢ 75 ¢+ KQ8 (low=like) or ¢ 9
& A973 & 43 (high=hate).
West North East South West North East South
Pass Pass The contract will now go 1
34 Pass 4e All pass Pass 1 Pass le down.
Pass INT Pass 3NT
All pass
Board 4 453 Board 8 4 KQJ987
WestDeals ¥ KJ53 WestDeals v A Lead: 4 K
Both Vul ¢+ QJ9s8 Lead: ¢ K None Vul ¢ 107
& 1097 &J962 South encourages partner's
& KQJ2 N 4 984 East signals & A104 N 4 32 lead with the # 5 hoping for
v762 w clM AQ109 discouragement with the vyKQ654 w eI 10987 a ruff. North then wins v A
¢ 52 5 ¢ 1043 # 9. When in again, West ¢ KQ6 S ¢ A542 and continues spades.
& K854 *J62 should switch to the v 7 & A8 Q53 South overruffs the 3rd
& A1076 through dummy's honours. 465 round with the v J.
v 84 East wins and returns a vJ32 South must be careful not
¢ AK76 spade to West who plays 43983 to exit with a club which
#AQ3 another heart. & K1074 would give declarer an
West North East South West North East South extra trick.
Pass Pass Pass 1e¢ This pattern is continued lv 1e 2y Pass
Pass 1v Pass 1NT whenever the defence gets |4 v All pass Best play now is to lead a
All pass in.This great defence will trump.

defeat the contract.
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